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Processing Information:The Records of the Deanship of William H. Welch (1893 – 1898), Johns Hopkins University 

School of Medicine were initially processed with the rest of the records of the Johns Hopkins University School of 

Medicine under a grant from the National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC grant 

1979-119). Ruth Anne Becker, Harold Kanarek, and Gerard Shorb processed the records and created a finding aid 

in 1979-1980. Chesney Medical Archives volunteer Francis Milligan inventoried the sub -series under the direction of 

Phoebe Evans Letocha in 2015 and indexed correspondent names within the sub-series. In 2018-2019, Linda 

Klouzal reorganized the Office of the Dean of the Medical Faculty Record Group to arrange the records by each 

individual dean rather than by date ranges.

Collection Overview

Extent: 0.5 cubic feet (2 boxes)

Creator: Welch, William Henry, 1850-1934.

Administrative/Biographical History:

Welch, William Henry (1850-1934)

William H. Welch was born in Norfolk, Connecticut. He received his A.B. in 1870 from Yale University and his M.D. 

in 1875 from the Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons. After interning at Bellevue Hospital in 

New York, Welch studied at the universities of Strasbourg, Leipzig, Breslau, and Berlin from 1876 until 1878. 

Returning to Bellevue Hospital Medical College, Welch held an appointment as professor of pathological anatomy 

and general pathology. While there, he established the first pathological laboratory and discovered the organism 

named Bacillus welchii that causes gas gangrene. In 1884, he agreed to take a position at the hospital and 

medical school that were being organized in Baltimore through the bequest of Mr. Johns Hopkins. In 1889, when 

the hospital was opened, Welch was named pathologist-in-chief. When the school of medicine opened in 1893, 

Welch was the first dean. He then helped organize the Johns Hopkins University School of Hygiene and Public 

Health and became its first director. He also founded and served as the first director of the Institute of the History of 

Medicine at the Johns Hopkins University. Welch took an active role in national and international medical affairs , 

serving as president of several organizations and associations.

Chronology: 1889-1931 - Johns Hopkins Hospital

1884-1934 - Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine

1916-1934 - Johns Hopkins University School of Hygiene and Public Health

Scope and Content:
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William H. Welch served as the first dean of the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine from 1893 to 1898. 

Records comprise Welch's dean's office correspondence and accompanying documents . 

In addition, letters from the period that Welch served as the acting dean while Dean William Osler was traveling are 

also among these records, including correspondence from 1898 and June through September 1899.

Archival Arrangement:

Folders are arranged in alphabetical order by the first letter of the correspondent's name, either individual's 

surname (bulk) or company name. Within folders, letters are arranged in chronological order by date.

Related Archival Material Element:

Additional material pertaining to William H. Welch can be found in his personal paper collection and in the 

correspondence of Dean's Office, Johns Hopkins University School of Hygiene and Public Health.
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Folder : Correspondence A-Bal  - 1895-1898

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: Leonard P. Aaron, T. M. Aderhold, Eliot Alden, George S. 

Amermen, C. S. G. Anderson, George R. Andrews, William Frank Applegarth, Curtis 

Atkinson, J. N. Atkinson, C. O. Baker, G. W. Balg, and T. R. Ball.

Correspondence to: George J. Coy, Henry Hurd, and William H. Welch.

Correspondence re: Lillian Allton.

Scope and Content:

Folder : Correspondence Bar-Ben  - 1894-1898; undated

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: Marshall A. Barber, Mary L Barker. E. R. Barnard, Esther Subia 

Barnard, Alvis D. Barnes, Blanche E. Barnes, J. Walter Barr, Frank L. Bateman, Julia 

Bates, Bausch & Lomb Optical Company, Thomas P. Benson, Harry M. Bestor, Edwin 

Beer, Lucy P. Bement, T. R. Ball, Bender & Hobein (German), and A. C. Benedict. 

Correspondence to: Ball, George J. Coy, Thomas P Benson, and William H. Welch.

Scope and Content:

Folder : Correspondence Bi-Bo  - 1893; undated

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: Philip N. Bill, James Birckhead, A. A. Birney, A. Black, J. F. 

Black, John Gifford, A. E. Blackburn, Albert E. Blackburn, Charles C. Blackshear, 

Chester E. Blackman, Clarence I. Blake, G. J. Bobb, Charles P. Bollis Jr, C. P. Bonfoey, 

James M. Bonnar, T. L. Booton, G. F. Border, Eleanore F. Boulton, Zakar E. Boyajian, 

and P. L. Boyer. 

Correspondence to: T. R. Ball and William H. Welch.

Scope and Content:

Folder : Correspondence Br-Cap  - 1895-1898; undated

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: Thomas Bradshaw, Howell, Frieda Braun, J. J. Bower Jr, Alex A. 

Brown, Ernest W. Brown, John W. Brown Jr, Worcester H. Bryan, H. E. Bunce Jr, A. J. 

Burgess, M. O. Burke, William A. O'Brien, Katherine D. Burnette, J. H. Bush Jr, Lucy 

Bush, J. I. Butler, Edith Cadwallader, Harry B. Campbell, Roy Bishop Canfield, W. B. 

Cannon, and Byron H. Caples.

Correspondence to: George J. Coy, William H. Welch, Henry M. Hurd, and Daniel C. 

Gilman.

Scope and Content:

Folder : Correspondence Cas-Co  - 1894-1898

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: H. M. S. Carson, Thomas T. Cavanagh, L. A. Chase, Will M. 

Chowning, S. W. Crittenden, A. Brandon Clarke, W. G. Class, R. C. Coburn, Fanny S. 

Cohen, H. C. Coleman, E. P. Cook Jr, Albert S. Cooper, John Charles Copeland, E. M. 

Copp, Helene Correll, C. W. Cowfeld, Anna Conkling, and Maud D. Cox.

Scope and Content:
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Correspondence to: William H Welch.

Folder : Correspondence Cr-Dic  - 1895-1898; undated

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: J. M. Craig, J. R. Craighead, C. A. Cramton, Arthur C. Crookall, J. 

A. Crowther, H. L. Crummer, P. K. Dahl, A. A. D'Ancona, Howell E. Davies, J. Leslie 

Davies, George J. Delaney, Lillian A. Dell, I. I. Denison, Roger H. Dennett, Charles N. 

Deshazo, A. J. Detweiler, and Evelina L. Dickinson. 

Correspondence to: William H. Welch and T.R. Ball.

Scope and Content:

Folder : Correspondence Din-El  - 1895; 1897-1898

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: E. M. W. Dinkelspiel, Joseph LeConti, W. B. Rising, H. P. 

Johnson, William E. Ritter, Frederick Slate, Florence M. Diver, Anna E. Dixon, George 

Gordon Dixon, A. K. Doig, W. H. Dukerman, Chester F. Duryea, John Q. Durfey, Albion 

M. Dyer, Charles B. Dyde, H. James Eckenrode, J. N. Barnes, J. A. Egan, Eimer & 

Amend, and Herman J. Elkin. 

Correspondence to: William H. Welch, Daniel C. Gilman, and George J. Coy.

Scope and Content:

Folder : Correspondence Em-Fl  - 1895-1898; undated

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: Adele Bussell Emerson, R. L. Emerson, Bess B. Ewing, George 

R. Ernst, Grace A. Van Everen, James K. Everhart, Haydee Muzelius Farney, F. B. 

Farnsworth, Henry O. Feiss, Tasso O. Felix, Gertrude Felker, M. Felter, Theodore G. 

Finley, Alvin J. Firke, Carl D. Fisher, M. S. Fletcher, and Mark W. Richardson with reply 

from Simon Flexner. 

Correspondence to: William H. Welch, Daniel C. Gilman, and George J. Coy.

Scope and Content:

Folder : Correspondence Fo-Go  - 1895-1898; undated

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: C. H. Foster, M. Louise Foster, C. W. Fox, J. C. Friedman, T. B. 

Futcher, John M. Gaines, Walter E. Garrey, C. W. Gaskell, Maude M. Gatelieb, M. C. 

Gaughan, J. Maude George, Daniel Coit Gilman, Laura Frances Glenn, Herbert H. 

Glosser, Gustavo Gomez, James W. O'Gorman, and C. W. Gould Jr. 

Correspondence to: William H. Welch, Daniel C. Gilman, George J. Coy, and William 

Osler.

Scope and Content:

Folder : Correspondence Gr-Haq  - 1893; 1896-1898

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: Bennett Grad, C. Powell Grady Jr, J. E. Grant, Charles Lyman Scope and Content:
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Greene, Clara M. Greenough, Mark B. Grier, D. S. Grinm, Edward Guion, W. J. Gunn, J. 

J. Hall, Mary E. Hall, Anna N. Hallowell (with reply from J. S. Ames), Mary L. Hamblet, 

Robert De Lancey Hamilton, W. Edward Hamlin, Louis V. Hamman, and Rudolph 

Hansen.

Correspondence to: William H. Welch, Daniel C. Gilman, George J. Coy, and Mrs Henry 

M. Hurd.

Folder : Correspondence Har-Hou  - 1896-1898

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: J. E. Harry, W. M. Hartshorn, Willis E. Hartshorn, Mary E. 

Haskell, Charles W. Hartloff, J. S. Hattel, Joseph H. Hathaway, Herbert S. Hayford, 

George Hazard, Mary Lillian Hean, John W. Heston, A. E. Hertzler, J. E. Hodges, John C. 

Hollister, Elizabeth B. Holstein, H. E. Hoover, M. Myrtelle Hoppen, W. S. Holt, Russell D. 

Holt, and Theodore Hough.

Correspondence to: William H. Welch, Daniel C. Gilman, and George J. Coy.

Scope and Content:

Folder : Correspondence How-Jo  - 1893; 1896-1899; 1891

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: William H. Howell, W. D. Hoyt, Ruth P. Hume, R. A. Hume, Harry 

Hurtt, G. E. Husband, W. H. Hutchings, Burt G. Wilder, T. H. Morgan, Mattie B. Ingald, 

Carrie N. Isaac, Leon R. Iutze, Florence Jackson, Alice Jackson, Thomas J. Jackson, 

Arthur G. Jacobs, Eugene St. Jacques Jr, William F. Jelke, J. A. Jenkins, H. E. Jenkins, 

Elizabeth Gordon Johnson, P. O. K. Johnson, C. F. Johnson, W. T. Johnson, W. C. 

Johnstone, Thomas H. Jones, Edgar A. Jones, and H. E. Jones. 

Correspondence to: William H. Welch, Daniel C. Gilman, George J. Coy, T. R. Ball, and 

William Hurd.

Scope and Content:

Folder : Correspondence Ka-Kim  - 1896-1899; 1894; undated

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: Burt B. Kauffman, John Keely, D. E. Keener, J. H. Kellogg, 

Richard James Kenna, Carl S. Kennedy, G. W. Kermadle, H. C. Kerrick, Hugo A. Kiefer, 

H. E. Kiefer (including correspondence from Franklin P. Mall and William H. Howell), S. 

M. Kier, and R. R. Kine. 

Correspondence to: William H. Welch, Daniel C. Gilman, Hurd, George J. Coy, T. R. Ball, 

Franklin P. Mall, and Howard A. Kelly.

Scope and Content:

Folder : Correspondence Kin-Laf  - 1896-1898

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: I. W. Kingsbury, Carter Robie Kingsley, Edward Kinne, T. Allen 

Kisk, H. G. Kittredge, Irome Knapp, Charles B. Kobert, Owen Kroneger, Benedict 

Kritchevsry, E. B. LaFevre, and Frank E. LaFevre.

Correspondence to: William H. Welch, Daniel C. Gilman, George J. Coy, and T. R. Ball.

Scope and Content:
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Folder : Correspondence Lai-Le  - 1895-1898; undated

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: J. Falkland Laird, Lewis Lawar, George N. Lapham, Charles 

Laughinghaus, A. Lawrence, Arthur Lawrence, Caroline C. Lawrence, Lea Brothers & Co, 

George N. Rider (D. Appleton & Company), P. Blakiston Son & Co, Lea Brothers & Co, 

H. F. Lebroeder, Leana Lebus, H. R. Lecrone, and George D. Lewis. 

Correspondence to: Daniel C. Gilman, George J. Coy, William H. Welch, and Henry M. 

Hurd.

Scope and Content:

Folder : Correspondence Li-Mal  - 1895-1898; undated

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: Maude W. Lincoln, J. B. Lippincott Co., Ralph Waldo Lobienstine, 

Bertha Lzold, John E. Loveland, Harry E. Low, W. Holbrook Lowell, E. Lowery, E. H. 

Lueke, L. P. McCalla, J. D. McCann, Wm E Mack, A A MacLachlan, Alberta V McClung, 

Florence McCoy, Charles R McCreery, D C McCulloch, Henry E. McDermott, B. F. 

McGrath, E. C. McKeag, Edward P. McKeough, N. M. McLean, Charles P. McNabb, 

Edna Martin McNary, John J. Madden, and F. P. Mall. 

Correspondence to: George J. Coy, and William H. Welch.

Scope and Content:

Folder : Correspondence Mar-Mon  - 1896-1898; undated

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: R. S. Marshall, F. L. Matthews, Louis H. Mattloz, A. S. Maxson, 

W. C. Maxwell, Ethel Mayse, Fred W. Mayer, Nelson S. Mayo, W. J. Melton, George C. 

Merriman, M. D. Miles, G. B. Miller, L. P. Miller, Porter L. Miller, P. M. Miller, George A. 

Moleen, and Mary Isabelle Montgomery.

Correspondence to: William H. Welch, George J. Coy, and Daniel C. Gilman.

Scope and Content:

Folder : Correspondence Moo-No  - 1895-1899; undated

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: J. M. Moore, J. T. Moore, Louis J. Murfort, Julia C. Morris, M. 

Morris, Moses Morris, James R. Morrison, H. A. Morriss, F. X. Morse, D. J. Moyer, New 

Book Department, N. Murray, E. G. Murtaugh, John Murphy & Co, George H. Musso, 

Burton D. Myers, Julius Nelson, Ralph Ness, C. F. Newcomb, Horace Newhart, Adelia V. 

Newhouse, Verner Nisbet, S. Nolte Jr, and S. G. Nordstrum. 

Correspondence to: William H. Welch, George J. Coy, and Thomas R. Ball.

Scope and Content:

Folder : Correspondence Oc-Pe  - 1896-1898; undated

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: Henry W. Ochsner, A. M. Owens, A. C. Owens, J. Sparks Parker, 

Otto W. Pagelsen, F. V. N. Painter, F. C. Palmer, E. H. Parker, J. L. Parker, W. E. 

Parker, C. F. Patterson, Patterson Ramsey & Co, Garnet Isabel Pelton, W. B. D. 

Penniman, Edward Hondrade Penny, Dwight T. Penny, Jay Perkins, J. W. Perrin, Frank 

Scope and Content:
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S. Perry, Lindsay Peters, and R. R. Pettigrew. 

Correspondence to: William H. Welch, Howard A. Kelly, Daniel C. Gilman, and George J. 

Coy.

Folder : Correspondence Ph-Py  - 1896-1898; undated

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: Edmund L. Phillips, Paul M. Pilcher, F. J. Plonka, B. W. Pond, 

George W. Post, W. H. Pound, J. H. Powell, Elizabeth C. Prentiss, J. W. Preston, C. E. 

Price, S. B. Prouty, A. J. Pullen, Frances K. Pullen (with note from J. S. Ames), James 

W. Putnam, F. Winthrop Pyle, and R. S. Pym. 

Correspondence to: William H. Welch, George J. Coy, and Daniel C. Gilman.

Scope and Content:

Folder : Correspondence Ra-Ro  - 1885; 1893-1898; 1888; undated

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: Sue Radcliff, P. Ramachandrayya (with letter from Howard A. 

Kelly), Harriet N. Randall, J. N. Randall, S. A. Ransom, A. C. Ray, William B. Read Jr, 

John W. Read, Frank D. Reese, Register & Montgomery(Editors of The Charlotte Medical 

Journal), William Reichmann, Ethel Rhodes, A. N. Richards (Annotated copy by A. M. 

Chesney dated May 5, 1955), R. Riffel, Charles J. Risley, H. McG Robertson, Man 

Robinson, Jno J. Rogers, and Robert H. Rose. 

Correspondence to: Henry Hurd, William H. Welch, William Osler, Daniel C. Gilman, and 

Howard A. Kelly.

Scope and Content:

Folder : Correspondence Ru-Se  - undated; 1894; 1895-1898

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: Maurice Rubel, William H. Rush, Raymond J. Russ, James I. 

Russell, Najul M. Saluby, W. B. Saunders, Francis J. Savage, W. A. Sayers, William H. 

Sayward Jr, W. D. Scott Jr, Cadet Scott, Bruno Schuster, George H. Searcy, W. E. 

Selin, Edward Sewall, and Nan Gilbert Seymond. 

Correspondence to: William H. Welch and George J. Coy.

Scope and Content:

Folder : Correspondence Sh-Sp  - 1893-1898

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: F. H. Shallus, Frank M. Shaw, Margaret Hilles Shearman, W. T. 

Shipe, W. S. Shore, Margaret Shutt, Henry R. Slack, E. Laurence Smith, Frank H. 

Smith, G. W. Smith, J. Clarence Smith, Mila L. Smith, Sylvester A. Smith, H. F. Snyder, 

L. P. Somers, and John R. Spring. 

Correspondence to: William H. Welch, George J. Coy, T. R. Ball, Henry M. Hurd, and 

William Osler.

Scope and Content:

Folder : Correspondence St-To  - 1894-1898; undated
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1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: Robert Sycliff Stam, W. E. Stevens, Bertram Stone, Willard J. 

Stone, S. A. Stout, B. Kurt Sturnberg, C. E. Strite, Emmert C. Stuark, William E. Swan, 

Douglas Symmers, J. K. Symmers, B. W. Taylor, W. S. Thayer, Samuel Theobald, 

George Bruce Thomas, John T. Thornton, C. M. Titchener, Joseph S. Tobin, and John A. 

Tompkins.

Correspondence to: William H. Welch, George J. Coy, Henry M. Hurd, and Daniel C. 

Gilman.

Scope and Content:

Folder : Correspondence Tu-We  - 1894-1899; undated

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: P. E. Turner, F. H. Turner, John Fogg Twombly, Joseph S. 

VanDyke, Grace A. Van Everen, A. E. Walker, Wallis Dunlap Walker, D. N. Wall, Charles 

B. Wallin, E. B. Ward, George Warlard, S. C. Warren, T. A. Waterman, D. Y. Watts, J. 

Siewert Weber, J. L. Weitman, J. E. Welch, Margaret Shutt, William H. Welch, Francois 

H. Wessels, William H. Welch, Mabel Welton, and Frances M. Wetmore. 

Correspondence to: Daniel C. Gilman, William H. Welch, George J. Coy, Howard A. 

Kelly, and William Osler.

Scope and Content:

Folder : Correspondence Wh-Yo  - 1893; 1895-1898

1 folderExtent:

Correspondence from: E. M. Wheeler, Herman White, H. S. White, Henry H. Wiegand, 

Roy S. Wilbur, Rufus Willard, Arthur B. Williams Jr, Amos T. Williams, Messrs Williams 

Brown & Earle, W. L. Williams, F. W. E. Wilson, Pierre Wilson, J. J. Wingard, R. Witke, 

Albert Worlfel, Katherine M. Wolfe, Mary M. Wolfe, Morris Wolff, William Woods & 

Company, Arthur A. Woods, Samuel E. Woody, T. H. T. Wright, Frank C. Yeomans, and 

Frank L. Young. 

Correspondence to: William H. Welch, George J. Coy, T. R. Ball, Henry M. Hurd, and 

Daniel C. Gilman.

Scope and Content:

Artifacts
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